
&DUULH��ZDV�KLV�VKDUH�RI�WKH�SDUWQHUVKLS�LQ
WKH�KDUGZDUH�VWRUH��8QFOH�(OPHU�DQG�&DU�
ULH�VWDUWHG�WKHLU�PDUULDJH�DV�VROH�RZQHUV
RI�:HVW�(QG�+DUGZDUH�

:LWKLQ� WKUHH� \HDUV� :HVW� (QG� +DUG�
ZDUH� KDG� JUHDWO\� H[SDQGHG� WKH� LWHPV� LW
VROG�DQG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�KDG�OLWHUDOO\�WULSOHG
LQ�VL]H��:LWKLQ�WZR�\HDUV��8QFOH�(OPHU�KDG
RSHQHG� IRXU� PRUH� KDUGZDUH� VWRUHV� LQ
QHDUE\� WRZQV�� %HIRUH� KLV� ��WK� ELUWKGD\�
8QFOH�(OPHU� KDG�D� FKDLQ�RI� ��� VWRUHV� LQ
FHQWUDO�2KLR��+H�DOVR�VWDUWHG�D�ZKROHVDOH
KDUGZDUH� FRPSDQ\� WKDW�ZDV� WKH� ILUVW� WR
SURPLVH� QH[W�GD\� GHOLYHU\� RI� RUGHUV� LQ�
VWHDG�RI�WKH�XVXDO�RQFH�D�ZHHN��/DUJH�DQG
VPDOO�WUXFNV�ZLWK�KLV�FRPSDQ\�ORJR�ZHUH
SRSSLQJ�XS�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRXQW\�

8QFOH� (OPHU� ZDV� FKDLUPDQ� RI� WKH
%RDUG�RI�'LUHFWRUV�RI�WKH�+DUOH\VYLOOH�6DY�
LQJV�DQG�/RDQ�%DQN��D�SDVW�FKDLUPDQ�RI
WKH� 5RWDU\�� %HWWHU� %XVLQHVV� %XUHDX�� WKH
5HG�&URVV�DQG�RWKHU�FLYLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
7KH�RQO\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�KH�WRWDOO\�LJ�
QRUHG�ZDV�WKH�FKXUFK��8QFOH�(OPHU�ZDV�DQ
KRQHVW��VLQFHUH��PRUDO�PDQ�ZKR�EHOLHYHG
LQ� WKH� ³KHUH� DQG� QRZ�´�:LWK� WKH� H[FHS�
WLRQDO�³FOHDQ�UHFRUG�RI�OLYLQJ´�KH�KDG�SUR�
GXFHG��KH�ZDV�TXLWH�ZLOOLQJ�³WR�WDNH�KLV
FKDQFHV�ZLWK�WKH�0DQ�XSVWDLUV�´�*RRG�2OH
8QFOH�(OPHU�UHDOO\�VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�LW�DOO�

,�EHFDPH�D�&KULVWLDQ�P\�ODVW�\HDU� LQ
FROOHJH��)RU�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�LQ�P\�OLIH�VRPH�
RQH�H[SODLQHG�WR�PH�WKDW�,�ZDV�D�FUHDWXUH
PDGH�LQ�WKH�LPDJH�RI�*RG��,�ZDV�PDGH�E\
*RG�DQG�,�ZDV�PDGH�IRU�*RG��7KH\�DOVR
H[SODLQHG� WKDW� ,��DORQJ�ZLWK�HYHU\�RWKHU
SHUVRQ�HYHU�ERUQ��LQFOXGLQJ�*RRG�2OH�8Q�
FOH�(OPHU��ZDV�JXLOW\�RI� WKH�JUHDW� VLQ�RI
GHOLEHUDWHO\� LJQRULQJ� HYHU\� FODLP� WKDW
*RG�P\�&UHDWRU�KDG�RQ�PH��(YHQ�ZRUVH�
E\�WRWDOO\�LJQRULQJ�WKH�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�
,�ZDV�OLWHUDOO\�WUHDWLQJ�*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�DQG
-HVXV�&KULVW�KLV�6RQ�ZLWK�WKH�XWPRVW�FRQ�
WHPSW� VLPSO\� E\� UHIXVLQJ� WR� HYHQ� WKLQN
DERXW�WKH�JRVSHO�VWRU\�RI�*RG�JLYLQJ�KLV
6RQ� WR� GLH� LQ� WKH� SODFH� RI� SRRU� VLQQHUV�
5LJKW�EHIRUH�&KULVWPDV�YDFDWLRQ��*RG�JUD�
FLRXVO\�RSHQHG�P\�KHDUW�DQG�EURXJKW�PH
WR�D�OLYLQJ�IDLWK�LQ�&KULVW��7KH�YHU\�ILUVW
SHUVRQ�WKDW�,�ZDQWHG�WR�WHOO�DERXW�P\�QHZ
IRXQG�IDLWK�ZDV�P\�8QFOH�(OPHU�

,�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�VLWWLQJ�RQ�WKH�SRUFK
DQG�H[SODLQLQJ�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�8QFOH�(OPHU�
+H�OLVWHQHG�ZLWKRXW�VD\LQJ�D�ZRUG�XQWLO�,
ILQLVKHG��+H�WKHQ�ORRNHG�PH�VWUDLJKW�LQ�WKH

H\H��DQG�VDLG��³:DOO\��LI�\RX�DUH�VR�HPRWLRQ�
DOO\� LQVHFXUH� WKDW� \RX� QHHG� D� UHOLJLRXV
FUXWFK��WKDW�LV�ILQH�ZLWK�PH��,�WKLQN�\RXU
SUHVHQW�FRXUVH�ZLOO�JUHDWO\�OLPLW�\RXU�DF�
FRPSOLVKPHQWV� LQ� WKH� UHDO� ZRUOG��+RZ�
HYHU��WKDW�LV�\RXU�FKRLFH��,�SUHIHU�WKH�FKRLFH
,�KDYH�PDGH��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�*RG��LI�WKHUH�LV
RQH��KHOSV�WKRVH�ZKR�KHOS�WKHPVHOYHV�� ,
WKLQN�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�P\�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV
DUH�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�SURRI�WKDW�P\�SKLORVRSK\
ZRUNV��,�DP�QRW�DQ�H[SHUW�LQ�UHOLJLRQ�DQG
KDYH�QR�GHVLUH�WR�EHFRPH�RQH��,�DP��KRZ�
HYHU��DQ�H[SHUW�LQ�OLIH�DQG�KRZ�WR�FRQTXHU
LW��,�XUJH�\RX�WR�IROORZ�P\�H[DPSOH�DQG
JHW�RII�WKLV�UHOLJLRXV�NLFN�´�+H�ILQLVKHG�E\
TXRWLQJ�KLV�IDYRULWH�OLQH��µµ$OZD\V�JR�ZLWK
WKH�H[SHUWV�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�´

8QFOH�(OPHU�ZDV�QRW�DQJU\��+H�GLG�QRW
UDLVH�KLV�YRLFH�QRU�GLG�KH�XVH�D�VDUFDVWLF
WRQH�� 8QFOH� (OPHU� ZDV� DOZD\V� KRQHVW�
SUDFWLFDO��DQG�GLG�QRW�WKLQN�RU�DFW�ZLWK�KLV
HPRWLRQV��7KH�FORVHVW�,�HYHU�FDPH�WR�³JLY�
LQJ�XS�P\�IDLWK´�ZDV�DW�WKDW�PRPHQW��7KH
RQH� PDQ� WKDW� ,� ORYHG� DQG� DGPLUHG� WKH
PRVW��DFWXDOO\��,�DOPRVW�ZRUVKLSSHG�KLP�
ZDV�WUDVKLQJ��HYHQ�LI�NLQGO\��P\�IDLWK�LQ�WKH
/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW��,�UHPHPEHU�WKDW�,�KDG
WHDUV�LQ�P\�H\HV�DQG�D�NQRW�LQ�P\�VWRPDFK�
,� ZLOO� QHYHU� IRUJHW� 8QFOH� (OPHU¶V� YRLFH
VD\LQJ��µµ$OZD\V�JR�ZLWK�WKH�H[SHUWV�´

$V�,�URVH�WR� OHDYH��8QFOH�(OPHU�VDLG�
DJDLQ�LQ�WKDW�PDWWHU�RI�IDFW�WRQH��³:DOO\�
P\�SDVW�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZKR�FODLP
WR�KDYH�WKLV�H[SHULHQFH�\RX�VSHDN�RI�LV�WKDW
WKH\�FDQ¶W�OHDYH�RWKHU�SHRSOH�DORQH��,�GR
QRW�ZDQW�\RX�WR�HYHU�EULQJ�XS�WKLV�VXEMHFW
DJDLQ��,�H[SHFW�\RX�WR�KRQRU�P\�ZLVKHV�
'R�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG"´�,�VDLG��³<HV�´�8QFOH
(OPHU� VPLOHG�� SXW� KLV� DUP� DURXQG� P\
VKRXOGHU��DQG�VDLG��³*RRG��+RZ�DERXW�D
JODVV�RI�LFH�WHD�EHIRUH�\RX�OHDYH�´

,� QHYHU� VSRNH� WR� 8QFOH� (OPHU� DJDLQ
DERXW�WKH�JRVSHO��,�UHPHPEHU�ZDONLQJ�RII
WKH�SRUFK�WKDW�GD\�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�WR�P\VHOI�
³8QFOH�(OPHU��\RX�DUH�WKH�JUHDWHVW�KXPDQ
EHLQJ�,�HYHU�PHW��,Q�VR�PDQ\�ZD\V��,�ZRXOG
JLYH�P\�ULJKW�DUP�WR�EH�OLNH�\RX��%XW�KRZ
FDQ�\RX�KDYH�VXFK�DQ�REYLRXV�DQG�GHOLE�
HUDWH�EOLQG�VSRW�DQG�UHIXVH�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH
HYLGHQFH� FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH� FODLPV� RI� -HVXV
&KULVW"�8QFOH�(OPHU��KRZ�FDQ�\RX�DFW�DV�LI
\RX�DUH�WKH�µH[SHUW¶�RQ�OLIH�ZKLOH�WRWDOO\
UHMHFWLQJ�WKH�DGYLFH�RI�WKH�RQO\�2QH�ZKR
KDV�HYHU�FRQTXHUHG�ERWK�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK"´

,�ZLOO�QHYHU�IRUJHW�WKH�VFUHDPLQJ�VLUHQ

RI�WKH�DPEXODQFH�HDUO\�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�
,�UDQ�WR�WKH�ZLQGRZ�DQG�VDZ�WKH�DPEX�
ODQFH� SXOO� LQWR� 8QFOH� (OPHU¶V� GULYHZD\�
+H�OLYHG�DW������0DSOH�6WUHHW�DQG�ZH�OLYHG
DW�������:H�ZHUH�DOPRVW�GLUHFWO\�DFURVV�WKH
VWUHHW��%HIRUH�,�GUHVVHG��WZR�PHQ�KDG�SXW
8QFOH�(OPHU�RQWR�D�VWUHWFKHU�DQG�ZKHHOHG
KLP�RXW�RI�KLV�KRXVH�DQG�GURYH�KLP�DZD\
WR�WKH�HPHUJHQF\�URRP�DW�6W��0DU\¶V�+RV�
SLWDO�� )RU� WZR� GD\V� LW� ZDV� XQFHUWDLQ� LI
8QFOH� (OPHU� ZRXOG� OLYH� RU� GLH�� EXW� WKH
WKLUG� GD\� WKH� JRRG� QHZV� FDPH� WKDW� KH
ZRXOG�QRW�RQO\�OLYH��EXW�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\
KDYH�D�IXOO�UHFRYHU\��:H�ZHUH�DOO�WKULOOHG�

7KH�KHDUW�VSHFLDOLVW�ZKR�RSHUDWHG�RQ
8QFOH�(OPHU�ZDV�DPD]HG�DW�WKH�UDSLG�UH�
FRYHU\��7KH�GRFWRU�VDLG��³1RZ�(OPHU��\RX
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�IHHO�D�ZKROH�ORW�EHWWHU� WKDQ
\RX� DFWXDOO\� DUH�SK\VLFDOO\�� <RX�ZLOO� EH
WHPSWHG� WR�GR�PRUH� WKDQ�\RX�DUH� UHDOO\
FDSDEOH� RI� GRLQJ�� ,� DP�ZDUQLQJ� \RX� DV
SODLQO\�DV�,�FDQ�QRW�WR�GR�DQ\�KHDY\�ZRUN�
,�GRQ¶W�FDUH�KRZ�JRRG�\RX�IHHO��RU�ZKDW
DQ\RQH�WHOOV�\RX��GRQ¶W�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�WKDW
PDNHV�\RX�VZHDW�RU�VKRUW�RI�EUHDWK��,¶P�DQ
H[SHUW�LQ�WKLV�DUHD��3OHDVH�GR�DV�,�WHOO�\RX�
,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDLW�IRU�FRPSOHWH�KHDOLQJ�EH�
IRUH�GRLQJ�DQ\WKLQJ�VWUHQXRXV��\RX�KDYH
KDG�LW��,�DVVXUH�\RX��WKH�QH[W�WLPH�FRXOG
HDVLO\�EH�\RXU� ODVW�´�8QFOH�(OPHU�ZLVHO\
IROORZHG�WKH�H[SHUW¶V�DGYLFH�IRU�VL[�ZHHNV�

0\�FRXVLQ�-LPP\�ZDV�LQ�KLV�ILUVW�\HDU
RI� PHGLFDO� VFKRRO�� :KLOH� YLVLWLQJ� 8QFOH
(OPHU�RQ�D�EHDXWLIXO�VXPPHU�GD\��WKH�WZR
EHJDQ�WR�GLVFXVV�8QFOH�(OPHU¶V�UHFRYHU\�
8QFOH�(OPHU� VDLG� WKDW� KH� KDG�QHYHU� IHOW
EHWWHU�LQ�KLV�OLIH��+H�FRXOG�QRW�XQGHUVWDQG
ZK\�'U��+LYH\��WKH�KHDUW�VSHFLDOLVW��ZDV�VR
DGDPDQW�DERXW�QRW�GRLQJ�DQ\�ZRUN��8QFOH
(OPHU� ORYHG� WR�FXW� WKH�JUDVV��+H� ORXGO\
SURFODLPHG� WKDW� LW� QHHGHG� FXWWLQJ� ULJKW
QRZ�DQG�KH�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�GR� LW�� -LPP\
ZHQW�WR�KLV�FDU�DQG�JRW�D�EORRG�SUHVVXUH
NLW� DQG� VWHWKRVFRSH�� $IWHU� WDNLQJ� 8QFOH
(OPHU¶V� EORRG� SUHVVXUH�� OLVWHQLQJ� WR� KLV
KHDUW� DQG� EUHDWKLQJ�� DQG� D� IHZ� RWKHU
WKLQJV��-LPP\�DVVXUHG�8QFOH�(OPHU�LW�ZDV
2.�IRU�KLP�WR�FXW�WKH�JUDVV�

$XQW� &DUULH� SURWHVWHG� PLOGO\� WKDW
PD\EH� 8QFOH� (OPHU� VKRXOG� ILUVW� FKHFN
ZLWK� WKH�KHDUW�VSHFLDOLVW�� -LPP\�DVVXUHG
KHU�LW�ZDV�2.��+H�VDLG��ZLWK�JUHDW�DXWKRU�
LW\��³'RFWRUV�WRGD\�DUH�VFDUHG�WR�GHDWK�RI
ODZ� VXLWV�� VR� WKH\� H[HUFLVH� WHQ� WLPHV� DV
PXFK� SUHFDXWLRQ� DV� LV� UHDOO\� QHFHVVDU\�

%HOLHYH�PH��8QFOH�(OPHU�LV�ILW�DV�D�ILGGOH�´
8QFOH� (OPHU� JULQQHG� DQG� VDLG�� ³:HOO�� ,
VXUH� IHHO� ILW�DV�D� ILGGOH�´� -LPP\�EHDPHG
DQG�VDLG��³*R�JHW�µHP�WLJHU�´

8QFOH�(OPHU� UXVKHG�RXW� WR� WKH�VKHG�
JRW� RXW� WKH�PRZHU�� FKHFNHG� WKH�RLO� DQG
JDV��DQG�VWDUWHG�KHU�XS��+H�EHJDQ�SXVKLQJ
WKH�PRZHU�DURXQG�WKH�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�ODZQ
DV�KH�DOZD\V�GLG��$IWHU�VHYHUDO�ODSV�KH�IHOW
JUHDW� DQG�EHJDQ� WR�ZDON� IDVWHU��+H�ZDV
JULQQLQJ� IURP� HDU� WR� HDU�� 7KH� ORQJHU� KH
ZHQW��WKH�EHWWHU�KH�IHOW��,Q�WHQ�PLQXWHV��KH
ZDV� VZHDWLQJ� DQG� WRRN� RII� KLV� VKLUW�
ZLQNHG�DW�-LPP\��DQG�ZHQW�EDFN�DW�LW�ZLWK
D�YHQJHDQFH��-XVW�DV�KH�UHDFKHG�WKH�FHQWHU
RI�WKH�\DUG��8QFOH�(OPHU�VWRSSHG��JUDEEHG
KLV�FKHVW��DQG�IHOO�IODW�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��$XQW
&DUULH�VFUHDPHG�VR�ORXGO\�ZH�KHDUG�KHU
DFURVV� WKH� VWUHHW�� -LPP\� MXPSHG� RII� WKH
SRUFK��UDQ�WR�8QFOH�(OPHU��DQG�WULHG�WR�JHW
KLP�WR�EUHDWKH��EXW�LW�ZDV�D�ZDVWHG�HIIRUW�
*RRG�2OH�8QFOH�(OPHU�ZDV�GHDG�

,�VDZ�DOO�WKLV�DV�,�ZDV�UXQQLQJ�DFURVV
WKH� VWUHHW�� :KHQ� ,� FDPH� LQWR� WKH� \DUG�
$XQW�&DUULH�ZDV�FUDGOLQJ�8QFOH�(OPHU¶V
KHDG�DQG�-LPP\�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�WKHUH�ZLWK
D�KRUULEO\�GD]HG�ORRN�RQ�KLV�IDFH��:H�DOO
NQHZ�LW�ZDV�DOO�RYHU��,�ORRNHG�GRZQ�DW�WKH
PDQ�,�KDG�DGPLUHG�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�RWKHU
KXPDQ�EHLQJ��DQG�VDLG�WR�P\VHOI��³8QFOH
(OPHU��\RX�DUH�RQH�WKH�ELJJHVW�IRROV�,�HYHU
PHW��<RX�FDPH�XS�ZURQJ�RQ�WKH�RQO\�WZR
UHDOO\�YLWDO�GHFLVLRQV�RI�\RXU�ZKROH�H[LVW�
HQFH�� <RX� MXVW� QRZ� WUXVWHG� \RXU� ZKROH
HDUWKO\� H[LVWHQFH� LQWR� WKH� KDQGV� RI� D
\RXQJ�DUURJDQW�DPDWHXU��DQG�WKDW�WUDJLF
IROO\�FRVW�\RX�\RXU�HDUWKO\�OLIH��<RX�DOVR
MXVW�WUXVWHG�\RXU�HQWLUH�HWHUQDO�H[LVWHQFH
LQWR�WKH�KDQGV�RI�D�VHOI�VXIILFLHQW�DPDWHXU�
\RXUVHOI�� ZKR�� E\� \RXU� RZQ� FRQIHVVLRQ�
NQHZ� QRWKLQJ� DERXW� HWHUQLW\�� DQG� WKDW
WUDJLF�PLVWDNH�KDV�FRVW�\RX�\RXU�HWHUQDO
VRXO�� ,Q� ERWK� FDVHV�� \RX�GHOLEHUDWHO\� UH�
MHFWHG�WKH�DGYLFH�RI�WKH�H[SHUWV��DQG�IRO�
ORZHG�JURVV�DPDWHXUV�´

,� FULHG� DV� ,� UHDOL]HG� WKDW� *RRG� 2OH
8QFOH�(OPHU�KDG�GHOLEHUDWHO\�UHMHFWHG�WKH
YHU\�FOHDU�SULQFLSOHV�KH�KDG�OLYHG�E\�DOO�RI
KLV�OLIH��DQG�ZKLFK�KDG�PDGH�KLP�VR�VXF�
FHVVIXO� LQ�WKH�WKLQJV�RI� WKLV�ZRUOG��+RZ
FRXOG�KH�EH�VR�ZLVH�LQ�ZRUOGO\�WKLQJV�DQG
DW� WKH� VDPH� WLPH� EH� VR� LJQRUDQW� DERXW
HWHUQDO�WKLQJV"q



7
ime flies.�7KH�\HDUV�VOLS�E\�ZLWK�LQFUHG�
LEOH�VSHHG��DQG�DUH�JRQH�EHIRUH�ZH�UHDO�

L]H�LW��,W�VHHPV�DV�WKRXJK�WKH\�QR�PRUH�EHJLQ�
WKDQ�WKH\�DUH�JRQH��SDVVHG�LQWR�HWHUQLW\��6R�
WRR��WKH�KDSSHQLQJV�RI�WKH�GD\�VRRQ�UHFHGH
LQWR� WKH� GLVWDQW� SDVW�� (YHU\WKLQJ� LQ� WKLV
ZRUOG�LV�IOHHWLQJ�DQG�WUDQVLWRU\²QRWKLQJ�LV
VWDEOH�DQG�ODVWLQJ��³:H�VSHQG�RXU�\HDUV�DV�D
WDOH�WKDW�LV�WROG´�(Psalm 90:9)�

%HLQJ�EXVLO\�HQJURVVHG�ZLWK�WKH�RFFXSD�
WLRQV��ODERUV��DQG�SXUVXLWV�RI�OLIH�ZH�DUH�PRUH
RU�OHVV�LQVHQVLEOH�WR�WKH�VZLIWQHVV�RI�SDVVLQJ
WLPH��RI�WKH�VROHPQ�IDFW�WKDW�OLIH�LWVHOI�LV�IDVW
JHWWLQJ�DZD\�IURP�XV��DQG�WKDW�WKH�HQG�RI�RXU
HDUWKO\� MRXUQH\� LV� VSHHGLO\� DQG� VXUHO\� DS�
SURDFKLQJ��2U��LI�ZH�DUH�FRQVFLRXV�WKDW�RXU
WLPH�LV�JHWWLQJ�VKRUW��HLWKHU�ZH�GLVPLVV�WKH
WKRXJKW�RU�UHFNRQ�WKDW�VRPHKRZ�RU�RWKHU�DOO
ZLOO�EH�ZHOO�LQ�WKH�HQG�

�+RZ�LPSRUWDQW�LW�LV�WKDW�ZH�NHHS�LQ�PLQG
WKDW�RXU�GHDWK�LV�HYHU�RQ�WKH�KRUL]RQ��WKDW�ZH
DUH�EXW�D�KHDUWEHDW�IURP�LW��DQG�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH
GLH��ZH�ZLOO� EH�XVKHUHG� LQWR� HWHUQLW\� IURP
ZKLFK� WKHUH� LV� QR� UHWXUQ� RU� HVFDSH�� 6LQFH
GHDWK�LV�VR�FRPPRQ��ZH�GR�QRW�JLYH�LW�VXIIL�
FLHQW�WKRXJKW��:H�VHHP�WR�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�D
VHQVH� RI� LPPXQLW\� WR� VXFK� DQ� H[SHULHQFH�
%HFDXVH�GHDWK�VHHPV�VR�YDJXH��XQUHDO��DQG
XQOLNHO\��ZH�IDLO�WR�WDNH�LW�LQWR�VHULRXV�FRQVL�
GHUDWLRQ��,QVWHDG��ZH�OLYH�DV�WKRXJK�ZH�ZHUH
FHUWDLQ�RI�PDQ\�PRUH�\HDUV�RI�OLIH��ZKHUHDV
WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG�IDLWKIXOO\�ZDUQV�XV��³%RDVW
QRW� WK\VHOI� RI� WRPRUURZ�� IRU� WKRX�NQRZHVW
QRW�ZKDW�D�GD\�PD\�EULQJ�IRUWK´�(Prov 27:1)�

:H�KHDU�DQG�UHDG�RI�ODUJH�QXPEHUV�EHLQJ
NLOOHG� LQ�ZDU� RU� E\� DFFLGHQW�� RI� WKRXVDQGV
VWDUYLQJ�WR�GHDWK�LQ�$IULFD��LQ�,QGLD��RU�VRPH
RWKHU�FRXQWU\��%XW�ZH�SD\�WKLV�OLWWOH�DWWHQWLRQ�
LW�GRHVQ¶W�PHDQ�PXFK�WR�XV�VLQFH�ZH�DUH�QRW
SHUVRQDOO\� LQYROYHG��$�QHLJKERU�GRZQ� WKH
VWUHHW�GLHV��RU�RQH�RI�RXU�RZQ�GHDU�RQHV�LV
WDNHQ�IURP�XV��7KLV�PD\�FDXVH�XV�WR�VWRS�DQG
WKLQN� IRU� D�PRPHQW�� EXW� VRRQ� LW� LV� ODUJHO\
JRQH� IURP�RXU�PHPRU\�� DQG�ZH�JR�RQ�RXU
ZD\�GD\�DIWHU�GD\��SUREDEO\�ZLWK�WKH�WKRXJKW
LQ�WKH�EDFN�RI�RXU�PLQG�WKDW�ZH�DUH�VDIH�DQG
KDYH�QR�UHDVRQ�WR�EH�DSSUHKHQVLYH��:H�KDYH
SOHQW\�RI�WLPH�\HW�

/LNHO\� WKH� WKRXJKW� RI� RXU�GHDWK�ZRXOG
WDNH� RQ� D� QHZ� DQG� VHULRXV�PHDQLQJ� LI� ZH
NQHZ� WKDW� WKH� PRPHQW� ZH� SDVV� IURP� WKLV
VFHQH²DQG�WKLV�FRXOG�EH�DQG�PD\�EH�EHIRUH
WKLV�GD\�LV�RYHU²ZH�ZRXOG�DZDNH�LQ�KHOO��LQ
WKH�³HYHUODVWLQJ�EXUQLQJV´�(Isaiah 33:14)��³ZKHUH

WKHLU� ZRUP� GLHWK� QRW�� DQG� WKH� ILUH� LV� QRW
TXHQFKHG´�(Mark 9:44)�IRUHYHU�SDVW�DOO�KRSH�

%XW�WKLV�LV�MXVW�ZKDW�*RG¶V�:RUG�PDNHV
NQRZQ� WR� HYHU\� XQVDYHG� VLQQHU�� WR� HYHU\
XQUHSHQWDQW�PDQ�RU�ZRPDQ�� WR�HYHU\� VRXO
WKDW�LV�QRW�ZDVKHG�LQ�WKH�EORRG�RI�&KULVW��7KH
6FULSWXUHV� DUH� FOHDU�� ³7KH�ZLFNHG� VKDOO� EH
WXUQHG�LQWR�KHOO´�(Psalm 9:17)��³7KH�ULFK�PDQ�DOVR
GLHG��DQG�ZDV�EXULHG��DQG�LQ�KHOO�KH�OLIW�XS
KLV�H\HV��EHLQJ�LQ�WRUPHQWV´�(Luke 16:22)��

0DQ\�WDNH�WKRXJKW�IRU�WKHLU�ERGLHV��EXW
WRWDOO\�QHJOHFW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�WKHLU�LPPRUWDO
VRXOV��EXW��³:KDW�VKDOO�LW�SURILW�D�PDQ��LI�KH
VKDOO�JDLQ�WKH�ZKROH�ZRUOG��DQG�ORVH�KLV�RZQ
VRXO"�2U�ZKDW�VKDOO�D�PDQ�JLYH�LQ�H[FKDQJH
IRU�KLV�VRXO"´�(Mark 8:36,37)��0RVW�SHRSOH�GULIW
DLPOHVVO\� WKURXJK� OLIH�ZLWKRXW� DQ\� FDUH� RU
FRQFHUQ�DV�WR�ZKDW�LV�EHIRUH�WKHP�DIWHU�WKLV
IOHHWLQJ�OLIH�LV�RYHU��VHHPLQJO\�WDNLQJ�LW�IRU
JUDQWHG� WKDW� VRPHKRZ�RU� RWKHU�HYHU\WKLQJ
ZLOO�WXUQ�RXW�DOO�ULJKW�ZLWK�WKHP�LQ�WKH�HQG�
7KLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH\�KRSH��DQG�WKH\�JLYH�WKHP�
VHOYHV�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�DQ\�GRXEW�

0DQ\�KDYH�QR�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�RI�WKHLU�ORVW
FRQGLWLRQ��:KLOH�WKH\�GR�QRW�FRQVLGHU�WKHP�
VHOYHV� SHUIHFW�� \HW� WKH\� DUH� QRW� DZDUH� WKDW
WKHUH�LV�DQ\WKLQJ�VHULRXVO\�ZURQJ�ZLWK�WKHP�
7KH\� DUH� UHVSHFWDEOH�� ODZ�DELGLQJ� FLWL]HQV�
DQG�FRQVLGHU�WKHPVHOYHV�QR�ZRUVH�WKDQ�WKHLU
QHLJKERUV�� DQG� WKRXJK� WKH\� FDUH� OLWWOH� IRU
*RG¶V�:RUG��WKH\�IXOO\�H[SHFW�WR�JR�WR�KHDYHQ
ZKHQ�WKH\�GLH��6RPH�ZLOO�DGPLW�WKDW�WKH\�DUH
VLQQHUV��EXW�LPDJLQH�WKDW�WKHLU�JRRG�ZRUNV
ZLOO� IDU�RXWZHLJK�WKHLU�EDG��6RPH�VXSSRVH
DOO�ZLOO�EH�ZHOO�ZLWK� WKHP�EHFDXVH� WKH\¶YH
EHHQ�EDSWL]HG�RU�DWWHQG�FKXUFK�UHJXODUO\�

2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��*RG¶V�:RUG�VD\V�ZH�DUH
QRW�VDYHG�³E\�ZRUNV�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�ZKLFK
ZH�KDYH�GRQH´�(Titus 3:5)��³7KHUH�LV�QRQH�JRRG
EXW�RQH��WKDW�LV��*RG´�(Matt 19:17)��³:H�DUH�DOO
DV�DQ�XQFOHDQ�WKLQJ��DQG�DOO�RXU�ULJKWHRXV�
QHVVHV�DUH�DV�ILOWK\�UDJV�>LQ�*RG¶V�VLJKW@��DQG
ZH�DOO�GR�IDGH�DV�D�OHDI��DQG�RXU�LQLTXLWLHV�
OLNH�WKH�ZLQG��KDYH�WDNHQ�XV�DZD\´�(Isaiah 64:6)�
:H�DUH�DOO�³VLQQHUV´�EHIRUH�*RG��6R�ZKHWKHU
\RX¶UH� D� SULQFH� RU� D� SDXSHU�� ULFK� RU� SRRU�
PRUDO�RU�LPPRUDO��NLQG�RU�XQNLQG��UHOLJLRXV
RU�LUUHOLJLRXV��LW�MXVW�GRHVQ¶W�PDWWHU²³there
is no difference��IRU�DOO�KDYH�VLQQHG��DQG�FRPH
VKRUW�RI�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG´�(Rom 3:23)�

+RZ�SURQH�LV�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�WR�QHJOHFW�RU
VOLJKW�*RG¶V�VROHPQ�ZDUQLQJV�DQG�WKUHDWV�RI
FRPLQJ�MXGJPHQW��:H�DUH�WROG�DIWHU�GHDWK�LV
WKH�MXGJPHQW�(Heb 9:27)��%HFDXVH�WKLV�WUXWK�LV
DODUPLQJ�� LW� LV� LJQRUHG�� DQG�PHQ� SXW� VXFK
WKRXJKWV�IURP�WKHP�DQG�JR�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\��)HZ
LQGHHG�DUH�GLVWXUEHG�HQRXJK�WR�DVN��³:KDW
PXVW� ,� GR� WR� EH� VDYHG"´� (Acts 16:30)�� :KDW

IRROLVKQHVV�LV�LQYROYHG�LQ�VXFK�LQGLIIHUHQFH
ZKHQ�\RXU�HWHUQDO�VRXO�LV�DW�VWDNH�

6RRQ��YHU\�VRRQ��WDNLQJ�WKH�ORQJHVW�SRV�
VLEOH�YLHZ��\RX�ZLOO�JR�GRZQ�WR�WKH�GXVW�DQG
\RXU� VSLULW�ZLOO� UHWXUQ� WR�*RG� (Eccl 12:7)��0\
IULHQG��GR�QRW�OLJKWO\�GLVPLVV�WKLV�PDWWHU��RU
\RXU� IROO\�ZLOO�RQO\�DGG� WR�\RXU�PLVHU\� LQ
WKDW�GD\��*RG�KDWK�QR�SOHDVXUH�LQ�\RXU�GHDWK�
EXW�ZRXOG� UDWKHU� WKDW� \RX� WXUQ� IURP�\RXU
ZLFNHG� ZD\� DQG� OLYH� (Ezek 18:30; 33:11)�� ³*RG
FRPPHQGHWK� KLV� ORYH� WRZDUG� XV�� LQ� WKDW�
ZKLOH�ZH�ZHUH�\HW� VLQQHUV��&KULVW�GLHG� IRU
XV´�(Rom 5:8)��-HVXV�³JDYH�KLPVHOI�IRU�RXU�VLQV�´
+H�³UHGHHPHG�XV�IURP�WKH�FXUVH�RI�WKH�ODZ�
EHLQJ�PDGH�D�FXUVH�IRU�XV´�(Gal 1:4; 3:13)�

³+H�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�RQ�WKH�6RQ�KDWK�HYHU�
ODVWLQJ�OLIH��DQG�KH�WKDW�EHOLHYHWK�QRW�WKH�6RQ
VKDOO�QRW�VHH�OLIH��EXW�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�*RG�DELG�
HWK�RQ�KLP´�(John 3:36)��2�VLQQHU��ZLOO�\RX�JR�RQ
DQRWKHU�GD\�ZLWK�*RG¶V�ZUDWK�KDQJLQJ�RYHU
\RXU�KHDG"�³6HHN�\H�WKH�/RUG�ZKLOH�KH�PD\
EH�IRXQG��FDOO�\H�XSRQ�KLP�ZKLOH�KH�LV�QHDU´
(Isaiah 55:6)��&DVW�\RXU�H\HV�XSRQ� WKH�H[DOWHG
&KULVW�E\�IDLWK�ZKLOH�WLPH�DQG�RSSRUWXQLW\
DUH� \RXUV�� ³:KRVRHYHU� VKDOO� FDOO� XSRQ� WKH
QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUG�VKDOO�EH�VDYHG´�(Rom 10:13)�

-HVXV� VDLG�� ³&RPH�XQWR�PH�� DOO� \H� WKDW
ODERXU�DQG�DUH�KHDY\�ODGHQ��,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX
UHVW´�(Matt 11:28)��5HVW�IURP�DOO�\RXU�VLQV�²³7KH
EORRG�RI� -HVXV�&KULVW� FOHDQVHWK�XV� IURP�DOO
VLQ´�(1 John 1:7)��5HVW�WR�DOO�HWHUQLW\�²³+H�LV�DEOH
WR�VDYH�WKHP�WR�WKH�XWWHUPRVW�WKDW�FRPH�XQWR
*RG�E\�KLP´�(Heb 7:25)��³+LP�WKDW�FRPHWK�WR
PH�,�ZLOO�LQ�QR�ZLVH�FDVW�RXW´�(John 6:37)��-HVXV
ZHOFRPHV�DQG�UHFHLYHV�VLQQHUV��³,�FDPH�QRW
WR� FDOO� WKH� ULJKWHRXV�� EXW� VLQQHUV� WR� UHSHQ�
WDQFH´� (Matt 9:13)�� 7KH�GRRU� LV� RSHQ��DQG� WKH
WLPH� LV� QRZ�� ³%HKROG�� QRZ� LV� WKH� DFFHSWHG
WLPH��QRZ�LV�WKH�GD\�RI�VDOYDWLRQ´�(2 Cor 6:2)�
³%OHVVHG�DUH�DOO� WKH\�WKDW�SXW�WKHLU�WUXVW� LQ
KLP´�(Psalm 2:12)�

'VGTPKV[��6KOG�YKNN�UQQP�GPF�
+VU�HNGGVKPI�OQOGPVU�RCUU�CYC[��

�1�UKPPGT�UC[��YJGTG�YKNV�VJQW�URGPF�
'VGTPKV[OU�WPEJCPIKPI�FC[!

5JCNV�VJQW�VJG�JQRGNGUU�JQTTQT�UGG�
1H�JGNN�HQT�CNN�GVGTPKV[!

6QPKIJV�OC[�DG�VJ[�NCVGUV�DTGCVJ�
6J[�NKVVNG�OQOGPV�JGTG�DG�FQPG�
'VGTPCN�YQGM VJG�UGEQPF�FGCVJ�
#YCKVU�VJG�%JTKUV�TGLGEVKPI�QPG�
6JKPG�CYHWN�FGUVKP[�HQTGUGG�

6KOG�GPFU��CPF�VJGPM'VGTPKV[�
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(
YHU\ERG\�ORYHG�8QFOH�(OPHU��+H�ZDV
QRW� RQO\�P\� IDYRULWH� XQFOH�� KH�ZDV

P\�KHUR��LGRO��UROH�PRGHO��DQG�LQVSLUDWLRQ
DOO�UROOHG�XS�LQ�RQH��,�ORQJHG�DQG�SUD\HG
WR�EH� MXVW� OLNH�³*RRG�2OH�8QFOH�(OPHU�´
8QFOH�(OPHU�VWDUWHG�ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�SDSHU
ER\�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�RQO\�WHQ�\HDUV�ROG��+H
ZDV�WKH�\RXQJHVW�SDSHU�ER\�WKDW�WKH�+DU�
OH\VYLOOH�*OREH�HYHU�KLUHG��+H�GRXEOHG�KLV
URXWH�ZLWKLQ�VL[�PRQWKV�E\�VSHQGLQJ�DOO
GD\�6DWXUGD\�NQRFNLQJ�RQ�GRRUV�DQG�SHU�
VXDGLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�³MXVW�WU\�LW�D�FRXSOH�RI
PRQWKV�´

:KHQ�KH�ZDV�IRXUWHHQ�\HDUV�ROG��8QFOH
(OPHU�VWDUWHG�WR�ZRUN�HYHQLQJV�DQG�6DWXU�
GD\�DW�WKH�:HVW�(QG�+DUGZDUH�VWRUH�DV�D
VWRFN� ER\��0U�� 6WHPV�� WKH� RZQHU�� UHDOO\
OLNHG�KLP�DQG�ZLWKLQ�VL[�PRQWKV�KH�ZDV
SURPRWHG�IURP�VWRFNLQJ�VKHOYHV�WR�VDOHV
FOHUN��0U��6WHPV�ZDV�SUHWW\�ROG�DQG�KH�KDG
QR�FKLOGUHQ��+H�RIIHUHG�WR�KHOS�SD\�8QFOH
(OPHU¶V� ZD\� WKURXJK� FROOHJH� SURYLGLQJ
8QFOH�(OPHU�ZRXOG�ZRUN�WZHQW\�KRXUV�D
ZHHN�DQG� IXOO� WLPH�RQ�YDFDWLRQV�� ,W�ZDV
VRUW� RI� XQGHUVWRRG� WKDW� 8QFOH� (OPHU
ZRXOG� FRQWLQXH� WR� ZRUN� IRU� 0U�� 6WHPV
XSRQ�JUDGXDWLRQ��+H�DOVR�KLQWHG�WKDW�³RQH
RI�WKHVH�GD\V´�KH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�KLUH�D�PDQ�
DJHU�DQG�³VWDUW�WDNLQJ�VRPH�WLPH�RII�´

7KUHH�\HDUV�DIWHU�8QFOH�(OPHU�JUDGX�
DWHG� IURP�+DUOH\VYLOOH�&RPPXQLW\�&RO�
OHJH�� 0U�� 6WHPV� RIIHUHG� WR� PDNH� KLP� D
SDUWQHU�LQ�WKH�KDUGZDUH�VWRUH��,W�ZDV�RQH
RI�WKRVH�³XQEHOLHYDEOH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV´�DQG
8QFOH� (OPHU� MXPSHG� DW� WKH� FKDQFH��+LV
PRP�DQG�GDG�ZHUH�EHJLQQLQJ� WR�JHQWO\
VXJJHVW�WKDW�³,W�LV�DERXW�WLPH�\RX�IRXQG�D
QLFH�JLUO�DQG�ZHUH�PDUULHG�́ �/LWWOH�GLG�WKH\
UHDOL]H�WKDW�*RRG�2OH�8QFOH�(OPHU�DOUHDG\
KDG�KLV�H\H�RQ�0U��6WHPV¶�RQO\�QLHFH�

&KULVWPDV�GD\�RI������ZDV�D�GD\�WKDW
QHLWKHU�8QFOH�(OPHU�QRU�&DUULH��0U��6WHPV¶
QLHFH��ZRXOG�HYHU�IRUJHW��7KH\�DQQRXQFHG
WKHLU� HQJDJHPHQW� DQG�ZHGGLQJ�GDWH� IRU
-XQH�����$W�WKH�VDPH�SDUW\��0U��6WHPV�DQ�
QRXQFHG�WKDW�KLV�ZHGGLQJ�JLIW�WR�KLV�QLHFH�
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